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called the tree from which rubber is obtained
caoutchouc, which means weeping tree. The
name rubber was given this peculiar sub-
stance by the English chemist Priestley, the
discoverer of oxygen. While experimenting
with a ball of rubber, Priestley discovered that
it would erase lead pencil marks, and so far
as known this is the first practical use of
rubber by civilized man. The term rubber is
known only in the English language.
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PETER PAUL
RUBENS
RUBENS, peter paul (1577-1640), the
foremost painter of the Flemish school. He
was distinguished as a portraitist, a painter
of religious and
mythological sub-
jects, landscapes
and animals, and he
was equally success-
ful in depicting the
peasant and the be-
ribboned courtier.
A courtier himself,
with exceptional
tact and a fluent use
of six languages, he
acted many times in
a diplomatic capac-
ity when Spain,
Holland and Eng-
land were involved.
Rubens was born at the German town of
Siegen, Westphalia. His mother was Dutch,
and after the boy's father died the family
lived at Antwerp. Here Peter Paul studied
under the leading masters and in 1598 was
himself recognized a "master7' and admitted
to the painters' guild. Two years later he
went to Italy to study the works of the
Italian masters, and there entered the service
of the Duke of Mantua, for whom he exe-
cuted numerous paintings and diplomatic
services. He returned to Antwerp in 1608,
became court painter to Archduke Albert,
and the following year married Isabella
Brant. He soon became the most sought-for
painter in Europe. Commissions poured into
his studio, and were arranged years in ad-
vance. He was knighted by Charles I of Eng-
land and Philip IY of Spain. To this period
belongs his greatest masterpiece The Descent
from the Cross, in-the Notre Dame Cathedral,
Antwerp,
In 1622 Rubens was invited by the queen
mother Harie de* Medici to Paris to decorate
a gallery of the Luxembourg with allegorical
pictures pertaining to incidents in her life.
 His wife died in 1626, and four years later
he married Helene Fourment, a buxom young
woman, who appears on many of his can-
vases. His life was successful and happy
throughout, and his artistic power remained
undiminished to the end.
Rubens' productivity was almost incredible.
He executed about 1,500 pieces, which are
distributed among the leading galleries.
While he lacked the delicacy, restraint and
grace of the Italians, he was not far behind
the greatest Venetians as a colorist; and in
the realm of the spectacular he is supreme.
Life appeared to him as a pageant and on
a large scale, and he had the gift to see
the great panorama as a whole and in de-
tail. His principal works include The Cruci-
fixion (Antwerp Museum), Emperor Maxi-
milian I (Vienna), Lion Hunt and Children
with Fruit Garland (Munich Gallery).
RU'BICON, the river which Julius Caesar
crossed with his legion in 49 B. c. when he
entered Rome and defied the Republic, whose
senate had passed a decree ordering Caesar
to disband his army. When Caesar led his
army across the river, he virtually declared
war against the Republic. From this event
the phrase "to cross the Rubicon" has come
to mean to take some decisive step which com-
mits one to a hazardous enterprise from
which there is no retreat. The river is a small
stream in Northern Italy, flowing into the
Adriatic.
RUBID'IUM, a rare metal, discovered by
Bunsen and Kirchhoff in 1860, by spectrum
analysis. It is a white, shining metal, and
at ordinary temperatures it is as soft as
wax. It is usually found in connection with
caesium, and it belongs to the group of the
alkali metals.
EUBINSTEIN", roo'binstine, antost
grigoeyevitch (1830-1894), a famous Rus-
sian pianist and composer. He studied at
Berlin and Paris, taught for a time at Vienna
and finally settled in Saint Petersburg,
founded the Saint Petersburg' Conservatory
of Music and was director of it until 1867.
Rubinstein made numerous concert tours of
Europe, and in 1872, with the violinist
WieniawsM, visited America. He was every-
where recognized as one of the world's great-
est performers. His chief ambition, however,
was in the field of composition, a field in
which he was less successful. He composed
chamber music, songs, symphonies, con-
certos and oratorios. These, wMle contain*

